
  THE AMERICAN LEGION – POST 133
     MINUTES OF 2-19-2013 MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jim Anastasio, Bruce Daugherty, Kent Carlson, Mel Stead, Ken Lewis, 
Bill Dopirak, Leigh Lovering, Bill Eichner, and Roger Anderson.

GUEST(S) PRESENT:

Commander Jim Anastasio opened the meeting with proper ceremony. All officers were present or 
accounted for.

Adjutant Roger Anderson passed out copies of the February correspondence from Department and the 
minutes of the January meeting. Kent Carlson made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 
meeting. Bruce Daugherty seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

New Members:  NONE.

Departed Members:  NONE.

Finance Officer.  Kent Carlson reported that as of January 31st we have $4,934.55 in our account. All 
bills have been paid. Jim thanked Kent for the report. There was discussion about post dues.

Sick Call:  Roger Anderson reported that Bob Hornish had rotator cup surgery.

Employment:  NONE.

Service Officer.   No report. Jim Anastasio reported that he spoke to Fred tonight. Jim announced that he 
is trained in case Fred is unable to perform the duties of a service officer. 

Committee Reports:  
Baseball.  Jim reported that Craig Zimmerman contacted him about the South Windsor baseball 
program’s annual golf tournament fundraiser. This year it will be Sunday, June 2nd at Long Hill Country 
Club in East Hartford. This year it will be a shotgun start. The cost of $120 includes eighteen holes of 
golf with cart, barbeque lunch at 12:30 pm, and buffet dinner after the golf. They are also looking for tee 
or green sign sponsors for $100, cocktail party sponsors for $350, cart sponsors for $500, and dinner 
sponsors for $1,000. Jim sent out an email to post members with the entry form attached. There was 
discussion about our support in the past years, one post foursome and one department foursome.
Boy Scouts. Jim reported that he attended an eagle-scout ceremony for Troop 186 last month for Zach 
Bellis at the South Windsor library. Zach is only sixteen years old. Jim also reported that the eagle scout 
who was mapping the veterans’ graves in Wapping Cemetery had completed his project. Jim also 
reported that Troop 880 invited us to attend a court of honor for two eagle scouts, Ethan William Gasta 
and Jonathan Paul Ockert, on March 3rd. Bruce Daugherty reported that on February 3rd he went to a 
court of honor for Clint Goslin and Christopher Gallagher. Bruce presented each scout with our Good 
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Citizenship Citation. They presented Bruce with a “mentor” pin. Roger commented that any post 
member is welcome to attend these ceremonies.
Girl Scouts.  We expect to hear sometime in May about the Girl Scouts’ Gold Award ceremony.
Boys’ State and Girls’ State. Roger reported that he would be putting articles in the newspapers looking 
for applicants for Boys’ State and Girls’ State. Something new this year, the application form will be 
available online. Roger talked about the program at the Glastonbury post. The cost for Boys’ State and 
Girls’ State for 2013 is $300 per student.
State Police Youth Week. Roger has a disc of last year’s program and he would like to contact the South 
Windsor police chief who runs a police academy program here in South Windsor.
Wreaths Across America. Art Sladyk did not report from the beach.
Oratorical. Roger reported that the district oratorical contest was held February 2nd. The department 
contest will be held March 2nd at Goodwin College in East Hartford. Roger invited all members to come 
and check the program out. Jim mentioned that he would like to promote this program in our post. We 
will need a number of members to volunteer to help run the contest.

Old Business.
Social. Jim Anastasio noted that the post social that was held Friday, January 18th was very nice. The 
members and their guests all seemed to have a great time. Leigh commented that he would go back there 
in a heartbeat. There was a little mix up with the coffee. There was some discussion about the start time. 
Jim mentioned that Kent suggested that we could possibly do a summer picnic in conjunction with the 
Evening In The Park event.

Color Guard. Leigh Lovering asked for information about the post color guard. Jim mentioned that 
Frank Simao is supposed to be coordinating that for us. We have flags for each branch of service plus 
the merchant marine and POW/MIA. The color guard will carry the flags at various events. Jim read a 
list of the events we currently have scheduled. We will also use the flags at members’ wakes.

Correspondence:  In the monthly mailing from Department, the 2013 membership report showed we had 
96 members as of February 5th. In his letter, the Department Commander talked about the awards 
package. Roger talked about the awards. Post member Tom Fields is a town police officer and he 
volunteered to be the post’s contact with the police department and the fire department. The fire chief 
has a committee that handles awards within the department and he will give our information to them. 
The department oratorical contest will be held March 2nd at Goodwin College. The Adjutant mentioned 
that the Eagle Scout of the Year award applications are due March 1st. There was a report from the 
Department Service Office. There was a flyer for the new process to sign up for Boys’ State, a flyer for a 
ceremony at the Iwo Jima memorial on February 23rd and 24th, a flyer for a Hiring Our Heroes event in 
West Haven on March 7th, a flyer for the 40&8 and 8&40 testimonial in Glastonbury on March 10th, a 
flyer for the Department testimonial on March 23rd, a flyer for the banquet for the National Commander 
on March 29th, a flyer for the Kids Walk on April 20th, a flyer for a golf tournament at Foxwoods on 
April 29th dedicated to Operation Comfort Warriors, a flyer about the Department of Connecticut 
Legion college, and an email about a contest to come up with a tag line for the Legion. Roger read an 
email from past post commander Billee Culin. Roger also handed out a flyer about the Remembrance of 
the Fallen ceremony to be held March 30th at 1 pm. They will be reading the names of the 613 
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Connecticut citizens killed in action during the Vietnam War. Jim Anastasio read an invitation he 
received from the SGU Laos Veterans of the Special Forces to a ceremony commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Vietnam War to all Vietnam veterans and their families. The ceremony will be held 
March 30th from 10 am to 4 pm at the Walter J. Smith VFW Post 511, 41 Veterans Drive, New Britain. 
Additional details about the Laos group were provided. Jim will attend and invited others to join him.

New Business:
 
Website for the Post. Jim Anastasio reported that he had spoken with Bill Dopirak about creating a 
website for the post. Bill presently maintains a website for the condo association where he lives. He also 
maintains a website for his family and he just started one his high school’s 60th class reunion. To make 
it less expensive, he recently went to a larger host (Go-Daddy) where he can host up to fifty domains. 
That way the users can share the costs. There was discussion about what we would want to do on our 
website and what it will cost us. Jim mentioned posting pictures of our events and a list of upcoming 
events. Bill will be away until April 16th. Bill went through some of the price options, which change 
monthly. Ken suggested that we have a public side and a private side. Bill suggested that we set it up and 
run it for two years. After two years we can evaluate the number of users that the website generates. 
There was discussion about how to design the site. Roger asked about getting reports about how many 
hits the website gets. Jim suggested setting up a committee to come up with suggestions. Jim, Roger 
Anderson, and Ken Lewis volunteered for the committee. The members present agreed that we should 
proceed with developing the website. Bill agreed to act as our web master. If we want something posted 
on the website, we should send it to Bill electronically. Bill asked for an extra $10 to keep his 
information private. All agreed. Jim was concerned with possible legal issues.  
 
Good of the Legion:

There was discussion about post members who had not renewed their membership yet.

Roger reported that there was an article in the Journal Inquirer about Wal-Mart hiring veterans.

The next First District meeting is Wednesday, February 27th at 6:30 pm at Post 142 in Hartford. An 
Americanism program will begin at 6:30 pm and will be followed by refreshments. The meeting will 
start at 7:30 pm.
The next Post meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 19th. Don’t forget items for the food pantry.  
There being no further business, Commander Anastasio adjourned the meeting with proper ceremony.
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